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SUMMER READING 2020 
~ a selection guide for seniors ~ 

 

NOTE: You are required to acquire the book you select.  
 

 

 

Blown to Bits by Hal Abelson, Ken Ledeen, and Harry Lewis 
 

“Blown to Bits is an intriguing analysis of how computers and the internet have fundamentally 
changed our personal lives. While the subject matter is primarily about a technology that many 
people may still not comprehend, the book is written at a level permitting most people to 
understand how it affects them.  This book is NOT written like a textbook, but it is factual.”  
Students taking Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles are highly encouraged to 
read this book. A free digital copy is available at: 
https://www.niemanlab.org/pdfs/blowntobits.pdf  
~ Mrs. Orth 
 

 

 

 

A Dog’s Purpose by W. Bruce Cameron 
 

“This novel shares the soulful and surprising story of one devoted dog who discovers the meaning 
of its own existence through the lives of the humans it teaches to laugh and love.  Told in a touching, 
doggy first-person narrative, the dog is reincarnated as multiple canines over the course of five 
decades and focuses on the unbreakable bond of a boy and his dog. This is a book for all age groups 
who admire canine courage and the essence of a dog's amazing capacity to love.” 
~ Ms. Rendzia & Mrs. Ruiz 

 

 

 

Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of 
Everything by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 
 

“Which is more dangerous, a gun or a swimming pool? What do schoolteachers and sumo wrestlers 
have in common? How much do parents really matter? These may not sound like typical questions 
for an economist to ask, but Steven D. Levitt is not a typical economist. He studies the riddles of 
everyday life—from cheating and crime to parenting and sports—and reaches conclusions that 
turn conventional wisdom on its head.” 
~ Mr. Newman 

 

 

 

What Made Maddy Run: The Secret Struggles and Tragic Death of an All-
American Teen by Kate Fagan 
 

“This is the true story of Maddy Holleran's life and her struggle with depression, which also reveals 
the mounting pressures young people, and college athletes in particular, face to be perfect, 
especially in an age of relentless connectivity and social media saturation.” 
~ Ms. Leidemer, Miss Liaci, and Mrs. Stacy 

 

https://www.niemanlab.org/pdfs/blowntobits.pdf
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War Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and 
Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 
 

“Unbroken tells the story of a young man named Louis Zamperini. As a young boy, he developed a 
passion for running. This talent eventually brought him to the Berlin Olympics in 1936. However, 
when America entered World War II, Zamperini became an airman for the United States Army Air 
Forces. On a May afternoon in 1943, when he was assigned a mission as an airman bomber in the 
Pacific Ocean, everything changed. Zamperini's plane was shot down; however, against all odds, he 
survived. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and 
starvation, and his worst fear, enemy defenses. Unbroken is an unforgettable testament to the 
resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit.” 
~ Mrs. Schiraldi and Mr. Spence  
 
 

 

Stillness is the Key by Ryan Holiday 
 

“Stillness is the Key by Ryan Holiday uses entertaining and enlightening stories from history to 
show how the Buddhist and Stoic idea of stillness can be a valuable tool in dealing with 
problems.  This book will add to a toolbox of strategies you can use to overcome the challenges 
and difficulties that you deal with today and the ones that will inevitably arise in the future.”  
~ Mr. Collins 

 

 

 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
 

“We Were Liars is about a group of four friends called the Liars visiting an island during the 
summer. Their time on the island gets out of hand as people begin to lie, true love begins to 
flourish, and the truth begins coming out. This book deals with truth, honesty, love, and romance.  
We will also incorporate social media and how lying and posting false truths hurt.” 
~ Mrs. Jankowski & Mrs. Weckstein  

 

 

 

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 
 

“When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon who had recently been 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, was asked to give his last lecture, the presentation he gave—
‘Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams’—wasn't about dying. It was about the importance of 
overcoming obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing every moment. It was about 
living. In this book, Randy Pausch combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence that made his 
lecture such a phenomenon and gave it an indelible form.” 
~ Mrs. Klein 

 

 

 

 

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
 

“This novel, written from the perspective of a dog, tells the story of Enzo, a Lab/Terrier mix, as he 
looks back on his life with his owner and prepares himself for his soul’s next life. Though parts of 
the book may feel sad, the overall storyline is inspirational and uplifting.”   
~ Ms. Burns and Ms. Pastor 
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The Pianist: The Extraordinary True Story of One Man's Survival in 
Warsaw, 1939-1945 by Wladyslaw Szpilman 
 

"Published almost immediately after World War II, this memoir is the harrowing story of 
Wladyslaw Szpilman, a Polish-Jewish pianist, who faced intense persecution and struggle from Nazi 
forces in 1940s Warsaw, Poland. Wladyslaw's story is a reminder of how strong the human spirit 
and passion can be in the face of profound discrimination, dehumanization, and destruction of a 
community. In his memoir, you will see how the will to survive because of one's faith, one's family, 
one's friends, and one's passion (music) helps those striving for a normal life in a world turned 
upside down. Most importantly, it serves as a reminder never to forget the atrocities that occurred 
during the Holocaust and to make sure humanity does not repeat the mistakes of the past."  
~ Ms. Biber and Mr. Marcus 

 

 

 

The Fellowship of the Ring (Part 1 of The Lord of the Rings Trilogy) by 
J.R.R. Tolkein 
 

“The Lord of the Rings is arguably the greatest fantasy epic ever written. Follow the tale of a brave 
young hobbit and his companions on their quest to destroy the evil ring of power in the fires of 
Mount Doom. Tolkien’s masterpiece has been interpreted in a number of different ways. Possible 
topics such as antitheses, death, immortality, the corruption of power and addiction, technophobia, 
courage, loss and farewell, and fate and freedom will have been written about and discussed. Read 
the fantasy epic and journey to the land of Middle Earth!” 
~ Mr. Tessalone 

 

 

 

Nine Princes in Amber by Roger Zelazny 
 

“Corwin wakes up from a coma in a hospital in New York with amnesia. He soon discovers that he's 
part of a superhuman royal family that can wander among infinite parallel worlds (called 
"shadows") and who rule over the one true world, Amber. This is the first book in a compelling 
fantasy series.  Filled with adventure, humor and a quest for the throne, Nine Princes in Amber is 
gripping page-turner that is difficult to put down.” 
~ Mrs. DeForge 

 

Special Placement Courses: Special Permission Required 
• ELL students are required to acquire Mirror by Jeannie Baker. 

• AP English Literature and Composition students will be issued a copy of Angela’s Ashes. 
• Peer Group leaders will be issued a copy of Waking the Tiger: Healing Trauma.  

(NOTE: Students who are in both AP English Literature and Composition AND Peer Group 
Connection should read Angela’s Ashes.) 

 
 

 

 

Mirror by Jeannie Baker (ENGLISH FOR SUCCESS STUDENTS) 
 

"Somewhere in Sydney, Australia, a boy and his family wake up, eat breakfast, and head out for a 
busy day of shopping. Meanwhile, in a small village in Morocco, a boy and his family go through 
their own morning routines and set out to a bustling market. In this ingenious, wordless picture 
book, readers are invited to compare, page by page, the activities and surroundings of children in 
two different cultures. Their lives may at first seem quite unalike, but a closer look reveals that 
there are many things, some unexpected, that connect them as well." 
~ Ms. Chung 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qbd.com.au%2Fmirror%2Fjeannie-baker%2F9781406309140%2F&psig=AOvVaw00W1BV7ZGXMt0Wfc3S-ILd&ust=1589933126699000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCZqMzQvukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAQ
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Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt (ADVANCED PLACEMENT) 
 

“This is the memoir of a boy raised in poverty in Ireland. Surrounded by hardship and an alcoholic 
father, Frank McCourt triumphs over the challenges he faces. The book explores his struggle with 
religion, responsibility, and relationships. This is a story of survival that is both humorous and 
moving.” 
~ Ms. DiMaggio 

 

Waking the Tiger: Healing Trauma by Peter A. Levine (PEER LEADERS) 
 

“Waking the Tiger normalizes the symptoms of trauma and the steps needed to heal them. People 
are often traumatized by seemingly ordinary experiences. The reader is taken on a guided tour of 
subtle, yet powerful impulses that govern our responses to overwhelming life events. To do this, it 
employs a series of exercises that help us focus on bodily sensations. Through heightened 
awareness of these sensations, trauma can be healed.” 
Every life contains difficulties we are not prepared for. Read, learn, and be prepared for life and 
healing. -Bernard S. Siegal, M.D., Author of Love, Medicine & Miracles and Peace, Love and Healing 
~ Mr. Belmont, Mrs. Falco and Mr. Petruzziello 
 

 
 


